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BEAMAN BROWSER
What's new at Beaman Memorial Public Library

8 Newton Street, West Boylston, MA 01583
508.835.3711 ~ www.beamanlibrary.org ~ beaman@cwmars.org
Winter Library Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m., Friday, Saturday: 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Holiday Closings: Friday, December 24, Saturday, December 25, Friday, December 31, and Saturday, January 1

Dear Patrons,
The Library is open and we have an exciting schedule of programs planned for the winter months including
crafts, virtual programs, yoga, meditation, and book groups for patrons of all ages!
Upcoming winter programs include a community reading challenge, Love Your Library Month, the annual
Cradles to Crayons Pajama Drive, and a Trivia Night for Teens and Adults!
Beginning January 1 and continuing through January 31, we invite you to join our winter reading challenge
Read for a Better World. This challenge encourages readers of all ages to explore diversity, empathy, and
action through literature. More details regarding the challenge will be available on our website as the date
approaches. Stay tuned!
Throughout the month of February we invite you to celebrate Beaman Library during Love Your Library
Month. We will have pennants available for patrons to customize. A selection of these will be posted around
the Library and shared with our elected officials.
The annual Cradles to Crayons Pajama Drive will be held between February 1 and March 15. During this time,
please drop off a new or gently used pair of pajamas in any size to the Library to support those children in our
state who are less fortunate.
On Friday, February 18 we invite teens and adults to kick off school vacation week with a Trivia Night hosted
by the Trivia Brothers! Details are available in the Teen section of the newsletter.
We are now circulating WiFi hotspots! The hotspots are funded by the American Rescue Plan Act grant
administered by the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners.
Wondering what to read next? Schedule an appointment with a librarian for Reader’s Advisory services. We
can also introduce you to the resources and tools available on the Book Lovers section of our website in case
you’d like to try it yourself. Give us a call or come in to set up an appointment. We can help you find your next
read!
On behalf of the Library staff and Trustees, I wish you a safe and happy holiday season.
Anna Shaw
Library Director
Board of Trustees Meetings
all meetings are at 5:00 p.m.
Please call the Library for
location details.
Tuesday, December 7
Tuesday, January 11
Tuesday, February 8

Friends Meetings
all meetings are at 6:00 p.m.
on Zoom
Tuesday, January 18

Endowment Update
The October 31, 2021 balance
at Greater Worcester
Community Foundation was
$276,555.41

Newsletter Staff
Director: Anna Shaw
Co-Editors:
Lauren Espe
Sue Smith
Jessica Wright

Adults

Please call the Library or email beaman@cwmars.org at least 24 hours prior to an
event to register, unless otherwise noted. Space is limited, please register early!

Reading Glasses Collaborative - In Person or Virtual
A collaboration between neighboring libraries to offer a
book group for adults in their 20s and 30s. To register
please visit westboroughlibrary.org.
Let’s Stick Together!
Ongoing Throughout the Winter
Each time you sign out an item from the main floor
circulation desk, receive a set of stickers to add to our
stickerboard! This is a fun, collaborative effort to fill in an
initially blank image with stickers. The result is a colorful
picture that is slowly revealed as the stickers are put in
place. Have fun!
Writing the War Years - Virtual
Monday, December 6 at 7:00 p.m.
Join local authors Sharon Healy-Yang, Lisa Lieberman,
and Janet Raye Stevens for a discussion regarding their
works set during World War II. During this timely
discussion the authors will reflect upon how history has
influenced their work, the research process, and how
contemporary issues are portrayed in their writing. As
each author explores and works within a different genre,
this is sure to appeal to everyone!
Adult Story Time: A Cup of Christmas Tea - In Person
Wednesday, December 8 at 6:00 p.m.
Who among us has not reflected upon special memories
of Christmases past? Join Carol McGuiggan for a
reading of Tom Hegg’s A Cup of Christmas Tea
followed by an opportunity to reminisce. Bring along a
favorite tea cup so you may share its significance.
Italian Conversation Group - In Person
Saturdays at 10:00 a.m.
December 11, January 8, January 22, February 12,
and February 26
Join other Italian speakers in the community for an
opportunity to speak Italian exclusively for two hours!
Book Discussion Group - Virtual
Thursdays at 12:30 p.m.
Join us to discuss a selected title. Copies of the book
will be available at the circulation desk one month prior
to the discussion.
December 16: Nomadland: Surviving America in the
Twenty-First Century by Jessica Bruder
January 20: Every Hidden Thing by Ted Flanagan
February 17: Waisted by Randy Susan Meyers
Festive Candy Cane Decoration - In Person
Saturday, December 18 from 10:00 a.m - 12:00 p.m.
Learn how to make a festive candy cane shaped
decoration sure to delight your family and friends. We
will provide the needed materials, you provide the
holiday spirit. Please email beaman@cwmars.org no later
than December 11 to reserve your spot.

Stress Reduction and Relaxation Yoga with Carol
McGuiggan - In Person
January and February
Experience the benefits of gentle yoga stretches,
calming breath techniques, and the value of meditation.
Dress for movement. Bring a yoga mat or a thick towel.
Registration will open January 4.
Mindful Meditation with Carol
McGuiggan - In Person
January and February
This class is open to individuals wishing to develop inner
awareness, health, and well-being. Practice techniques
to improve concentration, clarity of mind, relaxation,
and self-awareness. Bring a yoga mat or sitting cushion
and receptive attitude. Registration will open January 4.
Relax and Rejuvenate - In Person
Saturday, January 15 from 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Join Dawn Sulmasy for a mindful morning designed to
recalibrate our bodies and refresh our spirits after the
holiday season. Come dressed to relax with an
aromatherapy and crystal-guided meditation,
inspirational journaling, simple yoga postures, and
healthy food tips for gentle detoxification. We will also
make a rejuvenating bath soak to take home!
Book Talk with Local Author Ted Flanagan - Virtual
Thursday, January 27 at 6:30 p.m
Join us for a discussion with local author Ted Flanagan
about his new book Every Hidden Thing, a novel that
explores big city politics, nasty secrets, a dirty cop, and
a deranged sociopath deep within the urban jungle.
Copies of the book, some of which was written at the
Beaman Library, will be available to borrow. Ted is a
paramedic and former daily newspaper reporter from
central Massachusetts. In addition, he served as a Recon
Marine with the 2nd Recon Battalion.
Nonfiction Book Discussion Group - Virtual
Fridays at 1:00 p.m.
Join us to discuss a selected nonfiction title. Copies of
the book will be available at the circulation desk one
month prior to the discussion.
January 28: The Stranger in the Woods: The
Extraordinary Story of the Last True Hermit
by Michael Finkel
February 25: Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind
by Yuval Noah Harari
Painting Palooza - In Person
Saturday, February 5 from 10:00 a.m - 12:00 p.m.
Decorate mason jars and bud vases using paint pens,
paint, and alcohol ink. All materials will be supplied.
However, if you have a plain white vase, plate, or tea
cup at home that you would like to jazz up, please bring
it along. To register for this program, please email
beaman@cwmars.org by January 29.

Teens

Ages 12-18

Please call the Library or email jwright@cwmars.org at least 24 hours prior to an
event to register, unless otherwise noted. Space is limited, please register early!

100 Books Before Graduation Reading Challenge
A new reading challenge has been launched just for
teens - to read 100 books before graduation! Visit
Beaman Library’s Beanstack page to register
(https://beamanlibrary.beanstack.org/reader365).
Once you complete the challenge you will be awarded
a personalized prize package!
Question of the Week
Ongoing Throughout the Winter
Our Librarian Jessica has so many questions. Stop by
the Teen Space and check out Jessica's Question of the
Week. Teens who participate will receive a small treat.
Cloud Computing & CloudFormation - Virtual
Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m.
December 1 and January 5
In this two-part session, explore Cloud Computing and
CloudFormation specific to Amazon Web Services
(AWS). In part one, learn about the many services
offered by AWS. Participants will set up an account,
access services, and complete an online lab. During part
two, build upon the first session with an introduction to
AWS CloudFormation. Learn how to automate the build
of components and explore popular development
techniques.
Felting Workshop - Virtual
Tuesday, December 7 at 6:00 p.m.
Join us on Zoom for an evening of felting! Follow along
with Rachel Benson as she demonstrates how to create
a clutch of baby owls using the items included in our
kits. Please email jwright@cwmars.org no later than
December 1 if you would like to participate in this
program. Each participant will be asked to contribute
$10 towards the cost of the felting kits.
Writing Workshop - Virtual
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
December 15, January 12, and February 16
Janet Raye Stevens returns for another three-part
writing workshop! The first session will provide
participants with an introduction to the writing process
and its potential challenges. During the second and
third sessions, participants will share a current writing
project, exchange ideas, and explore ways to rework
the project. Participants should plan to commit to all 3
sessions. Please email jwright@cwmars.org to register
for this program by December 10.
Pringles Take It and Make It STEM Challenge
Wednesday, December 22
Do you have what it takes to construct a complete arch
using only Pringles chips? Reserve a stack of Pringles
and give this engineering challenge a try!

Books and Banter - Virtual
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
December 29 and February 23
What are you reading? Join us on Zoom for an
opportunity to talk about your current read.
Financial Health and Wellness - Virtual
Wednesday, January 19 at 7:00 p.m.
Join Webster First Federal Credit Union for an
opportunity to learn more about ensuring your own
personal financial health and wellness.
Card Making Workshop - In Person
Wednesday, January 26 at 7:00 p.m.
Join us to craft three sweet greeting cards! Participants
will be provided the materials needed to construct each
card while being guided by our own card maker
extraordinaire, MaryEllen! Please send an email to
jwright@cwmars.org by January 19 to register for this
program and reserve a crafting kit.
Text Talk for Teens - In Person
Wednesday, February 2 at 7:00 p.m.
Join Jessica for a guided discussion about Maybe
We're Electric by Val Emmich. Copies of the book will
be available at the Library for borrowing one month
prior to the discussion.
Raspberry Pi Bootcamp for Beginners - In Person
Saturday, February 5 at 2:00 p.m.
Join us for a two-hour workshop to learn how to build a
Raspberry Pi, a system used to perform popular home
technology tasks. Participants will gain hands-on
experience searching for the right components to
purchase, and assembling and programming the
devices for home use.
Embroidery Take It and Make It Craft Kit
Wednesday, February 9
Celebrate National Embroidery Month by picking up a
counted cross-stitch kit. This kit for beginners will
provide an introduction to those who would like to
learn more about this craft. The result will be a
decorative piece that you can display! Email
jwright@cwmars.org by January 26 to reserve your kit.
Trivia Night for Teens and Adults! - Virtual
Friday, February 18 at 6:30 p.m.
Kick off school vacation week with the Trivia Brothers
and an evening of trivia! To participate, teens and
adults can form teams of 3 to 6 participants and then
email jwright@cwmars.org to register. The winning
team will earn unlimited bragging rights!

Children

All Children's programming will be held in person unless otherwise noted.
Space is limited, please register early!

Birth to Age 11

Santa Mail
December 1 through 17
Bring your letters for Santa to the Children’s Room and
we will make sure that your letter arrives in Santa’s
mailbox before Christmas. We have heard that Santa
writes back to those children who leave their address on
their letters!
Visit From Santa - Virtual
Saturday, December 4 between 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
We must continue to protect Santa from Covid-19.
Once again, we will have Santa visit virtually. He wants
to hear all about your Christmas wishes. Please email
ssmith@cwmars.org with 'Santa' in the subject line to
reserve a moment with Santa.
Felting Workshop - Virtual
Tuesday, December 7 at 6:00 p.m.
Join us on Zoom for an evening of felting! Participants
will follow along with Rachel Benson as she
demonstrates how to create a clutch of baby owls using
the items included in our felting kits. The result will be a
darling decoration to enjoy year round! Please email
jwright@cwmars.org no later than December 1 if you
would like to participate in this program. Each
participant will be asked to contribute $10 towards the
cost of the felting kits. For children in grades 5 and up.
Holiday Story Time - Virtual
Tuesday, December 21 at 6:30 p.m.
Slide into your winter pajamas, grab some hot
chocolate, and join us for a live story time on our
Beaman Library Children's Room Facebook page. Listen
to stories celebrating the start of winter and holiday
stories from the comfort of your home!

December School Vacation Week
3D Paper Crafts
Tuesday, December 28 - Thursday, December 30
Sign up for a craft-a-day this week. We will have threedimensional paper crafts with instructions available for
pick up. Please send an email by December 21 to
ssmith@cwmars with ‘Crafts’ in the subject line to
reserve all of your kits. These kits will be available for
pick up on Tuesday, December 28. You will need glue,
paint, and markers available at home to complete each
craft.

Make a Snow Globe
Tuesday, December 28 at 2:00 p.m.
This is a snow globe kit for school-aged children. Please
send an email to ssmith@cwmars.org with ‘Snow Globe’
in the subject line by December 21 to reserve your kit!

Create a Winter Wreath
Wednesday, December 29
To participate in this program, please send an email to
ssmith@cwmars.org by December 15 with ‘Wreath’ in
the subject line. If you had already signed up for the fall
wreath (which was postponed) you do not need to send
a new email as you are already on our list. Kits will be
ready for pick up on December 29.
Christmas S.T.E.A.M. Experiments
Thursday, December 30
Reserve your kit with three experiments to perform at
home by sending an email to ssmith@cwmars.org with
'Christmas S.T.E.A.M.' in the subject line by December 24.
Happy Noon Year
Saturday, January 1
Sign up for a Noon Year party kit and link to celebrate
the new year when it happens in Thailand! Please send
an email to ssmith@cwmars.org with 'Noon Year' in the
subject line by December 24 to reserve your kit!
Materials will be available on Wednesday and Thursday,
December 29 and 30, for pick up.
Winter Birds and Build a Bird Feeder Program
Wednesday, January 12
Reserve your kit to learn all about our winter birds
and make a simple bird feeder. To participate, send an
email to ssmith@cwmars.org with 'Birds' in the subject
line by January 5.
Snowman Card Craft
Wednesday, January 26
Make two card crafts - one to keep and one to send to a
person who may need a little sunshine in their life! We
will make a kit with all the supplies to create the cute
cards. All you will need are scissors and glue. To reserve
your materials, please send an email by January 19 to
ksuffin@cwmars.org with 'Snowman' in the subject line.
Paper Heart Mobile
Friday, February 4
We will provide all of the supplies you need to make a
heart mobile for your Valentine. To reserve your kit,
send an email by January 28 to ssmith@cwmars.org with
'Heart' in the subject line.
Simple Valentine’s Craft and Story Time
Friday, February 11 at 11:00 a.m.
Hear some Valentine’s Day stories and make a simple
craft. This program is for preschoolers. Send an email to
ssmith@cwmars.org with 'Valentine' in the subject line
by February 9 to reserve your spot.

February School Vacation Week

Do You Want to Build a Snowman?
Tuesday, February 22 at 11:00 a.m.
Don your boots, hats, and mittens and come to the front
lawn of the Library to make a snowman. We will provide
all the decorations for the snowman’s face and arms. If
you wish, you can bring an old hat and mittens to keep
the snowman “warm”! We will provide some hot cocoa
to warm you up! Weather permitting.
Family Feud Game Night - Virtual
Tuesday, February 22 at 6:00 p.m.
We will play Family Feud on Zoom! Questions will be
geared toward kids. The winner (the family that earns
the highest points during the game) will receive their
own Family Feud Kids vs Parents game! Please email
ssmith@cwmars.org with 'Feud' in the subject line by
February 18 to register.
Bad Art Competition
Wednesday, February 23 thru Wednesday, March 2
Create your most outrageously bad work of art and
bring it to the Library for our show on the Library's main
floor. All submissions will be on view for the public.
Patrons will each receive one ballot so they can vote on
which work of art is the “baddest” of all. The winner will
be announced on March 3 and will receive a bragging
rights trophy for being the Best of Bad Art. To
participate, please bring your art piece to the Children's
Room by February 22. Items must be no larger than 8" x
10". Art may be created using any media you like.
Library Mini Golf with Children’s Book Characters
Thursday, February 24 during Library Hours
Sign up to play nine holes of picture book mini golf in
the Library. We will have slots available for participants
to play throughout the day. Sign up sheets will be
available beginning February 17 to reserve your spot.
We are collaborating with the West Boylston
Middle/High School Art Honor Society students to
create this fun course.

Scavenger Hunts - They're back!
Come into the Children’s Room and see if you can find all
of the hidden items. You will receive a small prize once
you find them all!
ONGOING PROGRAMS
To register or for more information please call 508-8353711 x 3 or email Ms. Sue at ssmith@cwmars.org.
MONTHLY PROGRAMMING
Books and Buddies: First Wednesday of every month at
6:30 p.m. on Zoom. This program is for kids who are
beginning to read chapter books.
Books and Buddies Older Reader Edition: First Thursday
of every month at 6:30 p.m. on Zoom. This program is for
kids reading more difficult chapter books.
Pokemon Club: Third Wednesday of every month at 6:30
p.m. in the Library. Join your friends to swap, trade, play,
and talk about everything Pokemon.
Choose Your Own Adventure Club: Last Tuesday of the
month at 4:00 p.m. on Zoom. We will read one C.Y.O.A.
book each month and decide how the story ends!
WEEKLY PROGRAMMING
Mother Goose on the Loose with Crafts: Every Tuesday
at 10:15 a.m. For children from birth through 18 months of
age.
Alpha-bits: Begins January 4 and continues every
Tuesday at 11:15 a.m. for 13 weeks. Each session will
explore 2 letters of the alphabet. For children 3.5 - 5 years.
Books and Blankies: Every Thursday at 10:15 a.m. For
children ages 18 months - 3 years and their caregivers.
Books and Blankies - Seniors: Every Thursday at 11:15
a.m. For children ages 4 - 5 years and their caregivers.
Friday First Chapters: Every Friday at 4:00 p.m. listen to
the first chapters of four library books on Beaman
Library's Children’s Room Facebook page.

A Message From the Friends of the Beaman Library:

It has been a very active year at the Library. As you may have heard, I am saying goodbye as the current President, and
welcoming the Friends' new President, Pamela Frechette. Pam brings her PTA and other valuable experiences to lead
the Friends group. We look forward to her guidance and experience.
The Friends are launching the 2022 membership drive. You can support the Friends by visiting bit.ly/FriendsBeaman
(case sensitive) and using the PayPal button to pay online. Or, if you prefer, return the form located on the reverse side
of this letter with your contribution to the Library. The Friends appreciate your continued support. Without your
contributions, Library programs and passes would not be possible. The Friends look forward to providing more
wonderful programs in the future.
Happy Holidays and Best Wishes!
John Riopel
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****************ECRWS***

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER
WEST BOYLSTON, MA 01583

The Beaman Memorial Public Library is an equal opportunity provider. In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution
is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)
To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call
(800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider employer, and lender.

